AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

pernicious and inhuman customs and practices re-
lating to Hindu marriage have prevailed for more
than two thousand years, and a period of two years
is a mere drop in the ocean, when compared with
the life-history of a nation, which numbers over
two hundred million souls, and whose history
stretches to over 5,000 years in the past. . . .

The time-limit of marriageable age for a Hindu
girl is fixed too low. According to medical evi*
dence, she attains puberty in her twelfth year. It
would, indeed, be a crime as well as a physiological
disaster, if she was given aw'ay in marriage as soon
as she had completed her twelfth year,1
Sufficient has now been quoted to show that so far as
educated and informed Indian opinion is concerned,
the present custom of child marriages, with its con-
sequent production of baby widows, is, amongst the
small educated class, more generally deplored than
not; yet divergent opinions are held as to the proper
means and hope of amelioration. Most social reformers
and reform organisations have expressed themselves as
strongly favouring the Sarda Bill to regulate mar-
riages ; but the practical men in the field poiiit out
grave dangers lying in wait for this piece of legislation.
In view of their warnings that it will become a 'dead
letter,' that it is 'positively dangerous,' and that it will
further immorality, has India stored up any previous
experience that might serve as a guide in this urgent
matter ?  Has legislation ever been aimed to rid the
country of other harmful Hindu religious customs ?
If so, what guidance does it give ?

1 Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, pp. 39-41,
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